
STOCKYARD HILL   
WIND FARM

Welcome to the eighth edition of the Stockyard Hill newsletter. This newsletter 
provides information to the communities involved in the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm 
development situated between Skipton and Beaufort, 35km west of Ballarat. More 
copies are available by either contacting us, or downloading from our website. 

Where are we at? 

All approvals granted 

In February the project received its final regulatory approval 
from the Commonwealth Department of Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities, under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act). 

Both required approvals have now been granted (planning 
permits from the State Government, and now EPBC Act 
approval), following extensive background studies, and 
consultation and planning, spanning more than three years.

Reaching the end of the approvals process was a major 
milestone for the project, Origin Community Relations Adviser 
Paul Duboudin said. 

“We really appreciate all the advice and support we’ve had from 
members of the local community during the process.  To provide 
the Government decision-makers with these high quality 
assessments there needed to be a lot of interaction with locals 
and the identification of local knowledge, and I’d like to thank 
everyone that’s been involved in that process.”

He said the 21 days of public hearings for the project were a 
particularly important part of the Government process, as they 
provided an opportunity for local people to contribute and ask 
questions of the technical and environmental experts in an  
open forum. 

He also said the consultative approach would continue into the 
next stage of the project, as there was still much detailed work 
to be done (see right).   

Further information about the environmental approval, 
including a copy of the EPBC approval and conditions is 
available at www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au

What’s next?

Further work must be done to finalise the design and prepare 
development plans in light of the approvals and conditions 
imposed on the project, before a final investment decision 
can be made. This work is expected to take at least a year to 
complete. 

An example of the type of work still to be concluded is studies 
like flora and fauna surveys, which must be conducted over 
a significant period of time to adequately track the seasonal 
behaviour and presence of flora and fauna.  The EPBC Act 
conditions, for instance, require further surveys for the Striped 
Legless Lizard and the Golden Sun Moth.

While these activities take place the project team and its 
environmental team will be moving around the district 
gathering further information. 

Striped Legless Lizard
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Contact Us

Origin – Major Development Projects (Melbourne) 

Level 3, 765 Glenferrie Road 

Hawthorn Vic 3122

Phone: 1800 753 730 

Fax: (03) 9819 0120 

Email: stockyardhillwindfarm@originenergy.com.au 

Web: www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au 

Recent floods Introducing Ian Courtney

Ian Courtney recently joined the Stockyard Hill team as a 
community relations adviser. Ian brings with him extensive 
experience working with communities and stakeholders in 
regional Victoria. Most recently Ian worked in a community 
and stakeholder relations role with Alcoa, with a particular 
focus on their operations in Point Henry and Portland. Married 
with three children, Ian is a keen cricketer, a Cats supporter, 
and is passionate about community engagement and regional 
development.  “I think Stockyard is a great project and will bring 
many benefits to the local and broader communities, and I’m 
looking forward to getting out and about and meeting people,” 
said Ian.  

Ian is available by calling the project hotline on 1800 753 730.  

Bjorn Again excite the Flood Relief crowd
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Like all Australians we were shocked and concerned at the 
damage wrought by the massive volumes of water that hit the 
local district during the recent floods.

We are conscious that recovery from such devastating events 
can take a long time and requires support from many parties, 
and we want to contribute to that process.  As an early step 
we joined many other companies and individuals as a sponsor 
of the recent Flood Relief concert, in support of the appeal 
established for the Pyrenees Shire and Skipton areas.

Community relations advisor Paul Duboudin said he was 
pleased to be able to respond on behalf of Origin, and 
heartened by the rapid community response in organising the 
appeal and the concert. “It’s a great way of demonstrating that 
we can all play a part.”


