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It’s been a very busy year of dotting i’s and crossing t’s for the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm. While this 
downplays the amount of work that has gone on both in the district and behind-the-scenes, the sense 
of it is correct. This year has mostly been about ensuring that what we do in the coming years is right. 

When I say ‘right’, I mean that the design of the wind farm is right, that its construction is done right, 
and that it complies with all of the conditions stipulated in its permits. 

Much of this year’s progress may not have been obvious, because we’re yet to commence construction, or because of the methodical 
and seemingly slow-moving nature of the environmental surveys and other work we’ve been doing.   

In response to this I would like to thank you very much for your patience and continued support. Second, I would like to assure you 
that all of the behind-the-scenes work we have done this year has been important (and required by our permits) and will ultimately 
contribute to the successful development of the wind farm.  

From all of us at Origin, stay safe over the holiday period and have a great Christmas. 

Welcome to the tenth edition of the Stockyard Hill newsletter. This newsletter 
provides information to the communities involved in the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm 
development situated between Skipton and Beaufort, 35km west of Ballarat. More 
copies are available by either contacting us, or downloading from our website. 
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Origin representatives 
undertaking Golden Sun Moth 

surveys on site

Happy holidays 
From Paul Duboudin, Community Relations Advisor 
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Beaufort Agricultural Show
The team recently attended the 136th annual Beaufort 
Agricultural Show during November and were impressed to see 
the district (and guests) showcase some of its best food, craft, 
livestock, horse riding, shearing and wood-chopping skills.  

Paul Duboudin, Ian Courtney, Cate Mansfield and Julian Polachek 
were on hand to answer questions and take feedback from 
Show attendees. They also participated in the kids’ treasure 
hunt, handing out caps and binoculars. 

Summer energy saving tips
Anne Armansin, Origin’s Energy Efficiency Advocate, says that by 
making small changes, households can save up to $250 worth of 
electricity consumption this summer.

“The way you choose to conserve energy this summer can 
save you up to $250. Think of all the things you could do with 
that money – an extra Christmas present for a loved one, an 
enjoyable family day out or a special treat for yourself.

“One of the best ways to save on your summer energy is to rely 
more on fans for summer cooling and use your air-conditioner a 
lot less.

“A small air-conditioner running for eight hours a day during the 
30 hottest days of summer can cost you about $75.  However, 
using three fans for the same amount of time to cool your 
house may only cost about $15. That could be an easy saving of 
up to $60 over the summer,” said Ms Armansin. 

Following these other simple tips could save you up to an extra 
$190 on your electricity bill this summer: 

• taking advantage of the summer sun to dry your clothes 
instead of using the tumble dryer (up to $65)

• replacing your old incandescent light globes with compact 
fluro lamps (up to $24)

• installing a 3-star shower head to more efficiently use hot 
water (up to $20)

• enjoying more time outdoors and watching only two hours 
of television each day instead of five hours (up to $21) 

• minimising wasted energy by switching unused appliances 
off at the power point, especially older networked computers 
and entertainment equipment and using energy saving 
powerboards (up to $60). 

Spring environmental surveys 
During spring the Origin team and consultants conducted 
surveys for the Spiny Rice Flower, the Striped Legless Lizard, 
and the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic 
Plains. 

No occurrence of Spiny Rice Flower was found, however the 
White Sunray, a federally listed (i.e. protected under Federal 
Government legislation) flower species, was found in road 
reserves towards the north west of the project area. 

The Spiny Rice Flower survey was submitted to the Department 
of Planning and Community Development for review and 
approval. A copy of the report was also sent to Department of 
Sustainability, Environment, Water Population and Communities.

Surveys for Striped Legless Lizard revealed a small number at 
a specific location. The State listed (i.e. protected under State 
Government legislation) Fat Tail Dunnart was also observed 
during the surveys. The surveys will continue into summer after 
which time the results will be reported. Where necessary, the 
wind farm layout may undergo minor adjustment, or if required, 

salvage and relocation of potentially affected Striped Legless 
Lizards could occur subject to approval.

Surveys of the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain were conducted during October and November. 
The results are being compiled and will be used to guide project 
design. 

During December and January surveys will be conducted for the 
federally listed Golden Sun Moth.  

Community presentations 
Throughout the year the team has offered presentations to 
community groups about the wind farm. A number of groups 
have taken up the offer, including the Skipton Beaufort Health 
Services Board, Beaufort Community Bank Board of Directors, 
Beaufort Fire Brigade, Skipton CFA, Skipton Progress Association 
and the Beaufort Golf Club. More presentations are already 
scheduled for the new year.   

These presentations cover specific areas of interest, a general 
project update and address questions from the audience.  
While not all questions are able to be answered on the night, 
our project representatives will take note of all questions and 
respond to you as soon as possible.

Local community groups interested in the project are invited to 
request a presentation from the project team. 

Please call 1800 753 730 to find out more or to book a 
presentation.

White Sunray 

CONTACT US
Origin – Major Development Projects (Melbourne) 
Level 3, 765 Glenferrie Road 
Hawthorn Vic 3122
Phone:  1800 753 730 
Fax:  (03) 9819 0120 
Email:  stockyardhillwindfarm@originenergy.com.au 
Web:  www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au 
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