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Sourcing construction materials 
Wind farm developments like Stockyard Hill typically require 
large amounts of crushed rock and bulk fill. This material is 
typically used in the construction of access tracks and hardstand 
areas beside each wind turbine position. Usually, this material 
is sourced from existing quarry facilities near the proposed 
development. 

Increasing competition from other wind farm development and 
infrastructure projects like the Western and Princes Highway 
duplication works have placed greater strains on the availability 
of construction resources.  

Transporting materials from the various sources has also 
increased the impacts on the local and regional roads network. 
This has been the experience of other wind farm developments 
in South West Victoria.

Origin is undertaking a feasibility study to assess the 
possibilities of developing its own source for materials locally.

The initial assessment will consider the area highlighted 
in the map (right) and will be conducted in conjunction 
with landowners. Detailed technical and environmental 
investigations will also be undertaken as part of this feasibility 
study.

Welcome to the 13th edition of the Stockyard Hill newsletter. This newsletter provides 
information to the communities involved in the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm development. 
More copies are available by either contacting us, or downloading from our website. 
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This type of development will be subject 
to Department of Primary Industries and 
Pyrenees Shire approval. If it is developed, 
the facility will provide a local source 
of material that will help to minimise 
the number of truck movements and 
associated impacts, particularly on 
local roads serving the project and the 
community.

Further information on the assessment 
will be provided in future editions of this 
newsletter. 

Origin to retain Stockyard Hill 
Wind Farm
In mid 2012, Origin commenced a review 
process to determine the optimal way 
to deliver the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm 
project. The conclusion of the review 
process confirmed that Stockyard Hill 
remains one of Australia’s best wind 
farm sites. It was determined that Origin 
would retain the project and focus on 
completing key developments through 
2013 including securing the transmission 
line easements and identifying suitable 
sources of construction materials. 

Transmission Network update
In early 2013, Corangamite Shire 
Council voted to approve the planning 
application for the Lismore Terminal 
Station. The terminal station, just south 
of Lismore in Victoria, will connect the 
proposed wind farm to the existing 500 
kV electricity network.

During the 15-month assessment and 
planning process, nearby neighbours and 
a range of state and local government 
agencies were involved in discussions 
about the site’s location and the station’s 
design. 

An extensive range of studies was 
completed as part of the permit 
application, including geotechnical, noise, 
flora and fauna, visual and landscape 
and cultural heritage assessments. The 
permit application was on exhibition for 
public comment in late 2012.  

The approved site is set well back 
from residential clusters, providing the 
flexibility required for the transmission 
network.

The comprehensive planning application 
was processed without any requests for 
further information and once approved 
by Corangamite Shire Council, the State 
tribunal did not receive any appeals.

Origin is working with landowners 
to identify a power line route that 
will connect the wind farm to the 
Lismore Terminal Station. This includes 
listening to and considering landowner 
suggestions to locate the power line 
route along paddock fence lines, along 
creeks and within unmade road reserves 
or government roads. 

Technical and environmental 
assessments are being completed along 
the power line route to confirm the 
most suitable location. Cultural heritage 
assessments were recently completed 
and Origin is currently undertaking 
engineering and geotechnical 
assessments. 

Further information on the  
Network connection is available  
on the project website  
www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au

Geotechnical field works  

Noise Monitoring Plan
Origin is nearing completion 
of the implementation of the 
Noise Monitoring Plan, which 
was approved by the Department 
of Planning and Community 
Development in March 2012. 

Monitoring was initiated in May 
2012 and extended across six 
months to November 2012. This 
included the installation of noise 
loggers to record the background 
noise levels at over 40 dwellings 
at the wind farm site and the 
surrounding areas. Five wind 
monitoring masts were also 
installed at the wind farm to record 
reference wind speeds that are 
used to match the data logged at 
the dwellings. 

The data collected for the Noise 
Monitoring Program will be 
submitted to the Minister for 
Planning and once approved, will 
be made publically available. 

When Origin selects a turbine make 
and model for the project, a Noise 
Modelling Plan will be developed 
based on the noise characteristics 
of the selected turbines. The 
planning permit requires that the 
Minister approve this Plan prior to 
construction commencing.

Data from the Noise Monitoring 
Program and the Noise Modelling 
Plan will be used as part of noise 
compliance testing after the 
turbines are installed and fully 
operational.  

CONTACT US

Origin - Development (Melbourne)
321 Exhibition Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone:  1800 753 730 
Fax:  (03) 9652 5837 
Email:  stockyardhillwindfarm@originenergy.com.au 
Web:  www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au 

Noise loggers being installed


