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MEDIA RELEASE 
Friday, 10th November, 2017. 

 

Community members sought for new Reference Group 

 

With construction due to start on the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm in early 2018, members of the community 
are invited to join a new Community Reference Group (CRG). 

The owner of the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm project, Goldwind Australia, has placed an advertisement in the 
Skipton Community News asking for up to ten members of the local community to join its Community 
Reference Group. 

The group will be responsible for gathering and relaying community feedback on the 149 turbine Stockyard 
Hill Wind Farm. 

In addition, the group will be responsible for determining the allocation of the annual community 
investment program. 

Goldwind Australia Senior Community Relastions Advisor, Ian Courtney,  said well known local resident 
Douglas Ball, had been appointed Chairman of the Community Reference Group for the next two years. 

“Douglas has a wealth of knowledge of the local area and his strong community standing that has 
developed through military service and business will ensure we have a Chairman with a firm focus on 
consultation and delivering results for the Beaufort and Skipton districts,” Mr Courtney said. 

 “The Community Reference Group will be our eyes and ears in the region and we want to assist Douglas 
with a diverse group of local residents are a key part of the decision making process,” he said. 

“Goldwind Australia hopes the Community Reference Group will provide a forum for open discussion 
between representatives of the community, local councils and other stakeholders within the local 
community. We are looking for a mix of people who live locally to be part of the group,” Mr Courtney said. 

“One way Stockyard Hill Wind Farm will contribute to the local community is through support and 
sponsorship of community initiatives and events and the Community Reference Group will play a big part in 
determining where funding is allocated,” he said. 

The criteria set out for establishment of a Community Reference Group includes: 

• A transparent, representative and accessible forum to address issues of community interest related 
to the project.  

• To capture community feedback and suggestions to assist with decision-making for the project.  

• To enhance communication between SHWF and the community. 

• To encourage community partnerships. 

• Increasing understanding about the project within the community. 

• Ensuring effective responses from the project team to arising issues and concerns. 
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Mr Courtney said candidates with a knowledge of the local community would take preference. 

“Stockyard Hill Wind Farm will be a big project for the Beaufort and Skipton districts and we are 
determined to get the best advice and feedback from our Community Reference Group members,” he said. 

Membership of the Community Reference Group is on a voluntary basis and applications close on Friday 
the 1st of December, 2017. 

For more information please visit www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au or telephone 1800 753 730. 

 

About Stockyard Hill Wind Farm 

The Stockyard Hill Wind Farm consists of 149 approved wind turbines located approximately 35 km west of 
Ballarat. The Stockyard Hill Wind Farm has the potential to harness one of Victoria’s best wind resources 
and will provide substantial environmental, community and economic benefits, and will have the potential 
to power more than 340,000 homes annually. 

 

About Goldwind Australia 

About Goldwind Australia Established in 2009, Goldwind’s local Australian team offers comprehensive wind 
power solutions, including investment, construction, and operational and maintenance services. Goldwind 
Australia is a wholly owned subsidiary of Xinjiang Goldwind Science & Technology; a leading vertically 
integrated global wind power company offering comprehensive wind power solutions.  

 

Media inquiries: Ian Courtney 0419 544 901. 

 


