
Stockyard Hill WF –EPBC Approval (EPBC 2016/7746) on 18 August 2017– Review of Compliance with Approval Conditions – August 2019  

Ref part Details of Condition Stage Compliance  Details for demonstrating compliance 

1 The approval holder must not clear more than:  

 a 42.16 ha of habitat for striped legless lizard; and Planning and 
Construction 

Compliant to 
date 

Construction within areas of known striped legless lizard habitat was not completed at 
the time of this report. However, at this stage it is considered that the area of known 
striped legless lizard will be much less than 42.16Ha.  

Currently, it is considered that less than 42.16 Ha of known habitat for striped legless 
lizard has not been removed. Once civil construction has been completed, the cleared 
areas within the known SLL habitat will be surveyed to obtain a final figure to provide 
DoEE during the 2nd year anniversary (year 2020). 

 

 b 1.57 ha of habitat for golden sun moth, Planning and 
Construction 

Compliant Areas of known Golden Sun Moth (GSM) habitat were avoided during construction. All 
civil works in the area of known GSM is complete and a recent survey concluded that 
approximately 0.9Ha was disturbed.  

Refer to the SMEC (August 2019) report for evidence (Attachment 1b).  

2 To compensate for the loss of 42.16 ha of striped legless lizard habitat, the approval holder must: 

a secure the striped legless lizard offset with a covenant 
before commencement of construction; and 

Before 
construction 

Compliant 

 

A Section 69 covenant was executed by the landowner and signed by DELWP.A 
Credit Trade Agreement is in place and was forwarded to DELWP prior to 
construction commencing. 

Evidence of securing the SSL offset is included as Attachment 2a. 

b implement the Striped Legless Lizard Offset 
Management Strategy for the secured SLL offset. 

Construction 
/ Operations 

Complies - 
ongoing 

Actions undertaken to date comply with year 1 requirements for the SLL Management 
Strategy included: 

1. Construction of permanent fencing surrounding the property to ensure SSL 
offsite sites are secure 

2. Conducted site preparation works for weeds in Zones 1b, 1c, 2b and 3b 
3. Monitoring of populations of pest animals and conduct control activities 
4. Undertake SSL Monitoring 
5. Monitor biomass density and implement stock grazing regime 
6. Vegetation monitoring in Zones 1a, 1b, 2a and 3a 
7. Monitor and assess works 
8. Preparation of summary report 

The evidence of these actions and the report conducted by SMEC (March, 2019) is 
included as Attachment 2b. 

 



Ref part Details of Condition Stage Compliance  Details for demonstrating compliance 

3 To compensate for the loss of 1.57 ha of golden sun moth habitat, the approval holder must: 

a secure the GSM offset with a covenant prior to 
commencement of construction. The GSM offset must 
contain at least 9 ha of known GSM habitat and 

Before 
construction 

Compliant 

 

A Section 69 covenant has been executed by the landowner and signed by DELWP.A 
Credit Trade Agreement is also in place, which was forwarded to DELWP in advance of 
construction commencing. 

Evidence of securing the SSL offset is included as Attachment 3a. 

b implement the Golden Sun Moth Offset Management 
Strategy for the secured golden sun moth offset. 

Construction / 
Operations 

Compliant Actions undertaken to date comply with year 1 requirements for the GSM Management 
Strategy included: 

1. Ensuring secure permanent fences are in place to secure the offset property 
and no-go fencing prior to construction 

2. Conducted weed control and eliminate all woody weeds 
3. Monitoring of populations of pest animals and conduct control activities 
4. Undertake GSM Monitoring 
5. Monitor Biomass density and implement biomass control 
6. Preparation of summary report 

The evidence of these actions and the report conducted by Gerrpart Holdings (February, 
2019) and EH&P (February, 2019) is included as Attachment 3b. 

 

  ADMINISTRATIVE    

4  
Within 14 days after the commencement of construction, 
the approval holder must advise the Department in 
writing of the actual date of commencement of 
construction. 

At the start of 
construction 

Compliant 

 

A letter advising the Department was sent by David Rogers on 4 June 2018 advising 
commencement of construction activities in Dunnett’s Lane as of 22 May 2018. 

5  

The approval holder must maintain accurate records 
substantiating all activities associated with or relevant to 
the conditions of approval, including measures taken to 
implement the strategy required by this approval, and 
make them available upon request to the Department.  
Such records may be subject to audit by the Department 
or an independent auditor in accordance with section 458 
of the EPBC Act or used to verify compliance with the 
conditions of approval. Summaries of audits will be 
posted on the Department's website. The results of audits 
may also be publicized through the general media. 

Construction / 
Operations 

Compliant 
/Ongoing 

Records to be kept for the duration of the approval documenting implementation of the 
EPBC approval requirements and approved strategies.   

Record keeping requirements have been discussed with both landowners and the 
appointed consultants and are being kept as required in line with project management, 
incident, and annual reporting requirements.  

   



Ref part Details of Condition Stage Compliance  Details for demonstrating compliance 

6 
 

Within three months of every 12-month anniversary of 
the commencement of construction, the approval holder 
must publish a report on their website addressing 
compliance with each of the conditions of this approval, 
including implementation of any strategies as specified in 
the conditions. Documentary evidence providing proof of 
the date of publication and non-compliance with any of 
the conditions of this approval must be provided to the 
Department at the same time as the compliance report is 
published. Reports must remain published for the life of 
the approval and must continue to be published until 
advised in writing by the Minister. 

Annually Complaint To be implemented – first published report will be due by 22 August 2019. This is 
expected to be compliant at the time of this report.  

 

7 

 

The approval holder may choose to revise a strategy 
approved by the Minister under conditions 2 and 3 without 
submitting it for approval under section 143A of the EPBC 
Act, if the taking of the action under the revised strategy 
would not be likely to have a new or increased impact. If 
the approval holder makes this choice they must: 

At any time N/A There is no plan at this stage to revise either the current GSM or SSL strategy. 

i 
notify the Department in writing that the approved 
strategy has been revised and provide the Department 
with an electronic copy of the revised strategy; 

ii implement the revised strategy from the date that the 
strategy is submitted to the Department; and 

iii 

for the life of this approval, maintain a record of the 
reasons the approval holder considers that taking the 
action in accordance with the revised strategy would not 
be likely to have a new or increased impact. 

Construction 
/ Operations 

N/A Any changes to the proposed arrangements must have adequate records kept for the 
duration of the approval which substantiate the change.  At this time, and for the 
foreseeable future, no changes are envisioned.  

8  

The approval holder may revoke their choice under 
condition 7 at any time by notice to the Department. If 
the person taking the action revokes the choice to 
implement a revised strategy.  without approval under 
section 143A of the Act, the strategy approved by the 
Minister must be implemented. 

At any time N/A N/A 



Ref part Details of Condition Stage Compliance  Details for demonstrating compliance 

9  

Condition 7 does not apply if the revisions to the 
approved strategy include changes to environmental 
offsets provided under the strategy in relation to a matter 
protected by a controlling provision for the action, unless 
otherwise agreed in writing by the Minister. This does not 
otherwise limit the circumstances in which the taking of 
the action in accordance with a revised strategy would, or 
would not, be likely to have new or increased impacts. 

At any time N/A N/A 

10 

 

If the Minister gives a notice to the approval holder that 
the Minister is satisfied that the taking of the action in 
accordance with the revised strategy would be likely to 
have a new or increased impact, then: 

At any time N/A N/A 

 

i 
Condition 7 does not apply, or ceases to apply, in relation 
to the revised strategy; and 

ii 
The person taking the action must implement the strategy 
approved by the Minister.  

iii 
This condition does not affect any operation of conditions 
7 and 8 in the period before the day the notice is given. 

11  
At the time of giving the notice the Minister may also 
notify that for a specified period that condition 7 does not 
apply for the strategies required under the approval. 

At any time N/A N/A 

12 
 

Conditions 7 and 8 are not intended to limit the operation 
of section 143A of the EPBC Act which allows the person 
taking the action to submit a revised strategy. 

At any time N/A N/A 

13  

If, at any time after 5 years from the date of this approval, 
the approval holder has not commenced the action, then 
the person taking the action must not commence the 
action without the written agreement of the Minister. 

Construction
/Operations 

Compliant N/A – the action has commenced (on 22 May 2018) 

14  
Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the 
approval holder must publish all strategies referred to in 
these conditions of approval on their website. 

At any time Compliant Copies of the approved SSL and GSM strategies, are available on the Stockyard Hill Wind 
Farm Webpage https://www.stockyardhillwindfarm.com.au/planningprocess 

 



Ref part Details of Condition Stage Compliance  Details for demonstrating compliance 

15  

Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the 
approval holder must provide a copy of any strategy 
referred to in these conditions of approval to members of 
the public upon request, within a reasonable time of the 
request 

At any time Complaint To date, there has been no member of the public request a copy of any strategy referred 
to in EPBC Approval. However, copies of the strategies are available on the webpage and 
stored on Goldwind’s internal internet system too. Copies can be made available 
promptly on request.  

 


