








STOCKYARD HILL WIND FARM PLANNING APPLICATION REPORT– LANDSCAPE & VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA   0106120RPT2/FINAL/OCTOBER 2009 

131 

11.10 VIEWPOINT R10 - BEAUFORT SKIPTON ROAD  

This residence nearest Viewpoint R10 
(Dwelling M18) is located on the 
Stockyard Hill Road near the corner of 
Skipton Road.  This residence is to the 
west of the ‘2466” notation on the map 
opposite, east of Slate Lake.   

The location of the viewpoint from which 
the photographs were taken is a little 
further to the east on Skipton Road, south 
of the corner of Mount Emu Settlement 
Road.  This location was selected to assess 
the impact of turbines from this residence 
as if there was no existing screening.  It is 
also conservative as it is slightly closer to 
the nearest wind turbine. 

The nearest wind turbine (T218) is located 
0.8 km east of viewpoint R10 and 1.3 km 
east of the residence on Stockyard Hill 
Road. 

The property is well vegetated along the 
boundaries to the north and east. This is 
shown on Figure 11.31. 

 

 

VP R10 (0706931  5832638  Elevation: 326 m) 

 

Figure 11.31  Viewpoint location on Beaufort Skipton Road, west of the residence 

Figure 11.31also shows the location of Monmot Hill to the lower right of the photograph and a 
visual impact would occur if wind turbines were located between the residence and Monmot 
Hill.    
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Existing vegetation is well able to screen views to the wind turbines.  The extent of this 
vegetation visible around the residence is shown on Figure 11.32.   

 

Figure 11.32  View to dwelling in the trees 

This existing vegetation will screen views from this property and the overall visual impact 
would be assessed as low. 

However this location is also adjacent to Monmot Hill, a distinctive volcanic feature of the 
landscape.   The view from Skipton Road to Monmot Hill is shown in Figure 11.33.  

 

Figure 11.33  View of Monmot Hill from Skipton Road 

Monmot Hill may be visible from the dwelling. However, there will be no turbines between the 
dwelling and Monmot Hill, with proposed turbines located behind the hill to the south east.  
The presence of Monmot Hill does not alter the low level of overall visual impact as assessed 
for this residential viewpoint  

Summary of visual impact from Viewpoint R10 

 

Item Description Evaluation 

Landscape  sensitivity Residential High 

Distance to nearest turbine 0.8 km east of 
VP10 
1.3km east of the 
residence 

High 

Overall visual impact  Low – existing screening 
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11.11 VIEWPOINT R11 - 310 MT WILLIAM ROAD, SKIPTON  

This residence at Viewpoint R11 
(Dwelling Q3) is located at 310 Mt William 
Road Skipton.  The township of Skipton is 
to the south. 

The closest turbine (T221) is 
approximately 3.8 km to the north-east, 
over Skipton Road.  

The residence is extensively vegetated 
along the Mt William Road boundary 
southwest of the dwelling.  The perimeter 
of the dwelling is also well vegetated.  
This vegetation is illustrated on Figure 
11.34.  

VP R11 (0705352  5829255  Elevation: 311 m) 

 

 Figure 11.34  Residence at 310 Mt William Road, Skipton 

Existing vegetation, particularly between the house and the nearest wind turbine to the north 
east will screen wind turbines. As well as vegetation, Monmot Hill in the northeast will also 
reduce the visibility of the wind turbines in this direction. 

The existing house has no windows with views to the north-west.  This is illustrated in Figure 
11.35.   
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Figure 11.35  Residence 

The windows along this elevation are small, however there may be a view from the front door.  
The photograph in Figure 11.36 was taken further to the rear of the garden, near the access gate 
to the farm.   

 

Figure 11.36  View from rear yard of residence 

At a distance of 3.8 km the wind turbines are “potentially noticeable and can dominate the 
landscape”.  However at this location their ability to dominate the landscape is greatly reduced 
by the existing foreground planting, while it may not completely screen the wind turbines from 
view, will lessen the visual impact.  For these reasons the overall visual impact from this 
residence is assessed as low. 

Landscape mitigation 
Planting nearer to the dwelling can further screen views to the wind farm.  This planting can 
reinforce the existing garden planting and would be an appropriate response. 

Summary of visual impact from Viewpoint R11 

 

Item Description Evaluation 

Landscape  sensitivity Residential High 

Distance to nearest turbine 3.8 km north -east  Moderate 
Overall visual impact  Low – without screening 

Nil – with screening 




