STOCKYARD HILL WIND FARM PLANNING APPLICATION REPORT- LANDSCAPE & VISUAL ASSESSMENT

8.9 VIEWPOINT A9 - LINTON

Viewpoint A9 is from the
western outskirts of the
township of Linton on the
Glenelg Highway. Linton is
a low-lying town that is set
within the valley formed by
the Springdallah Creek and
other local watercourses.

The Skipton Rail Trail also
runs through the town

The nearest wind turbine
(T242) is 11.2 km to the west.

Landscape Unit 1 - “Flat
Farmland” is the most
visible landscape type when
looking towards the wind
farm from this location.

VP A9 (GPS 0725048, 5825728)

Figure 8.24 shows the view looking west through Linton from the Glenelg Highway. There are
extensive tree and canopy trees located within road reserves and in private lots throughout the
township.

Figure 8.24 View looking west along Glenelg Highway within the township of Linton

The existing trees and other vegetation, in addition to existing houses and other infrastructure,
restricts views from the township.

Figure 8.25 shows the layout of the Linton Township. The forested areas located on the low hills
to the west and north of the town as well within private allotments can also be seen seen in this
figure.
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Figure 8.25 Aerial photograph of Linton and the surrounding area

Figure 8.26 is a view looking toward the proposed wind farm from the Glenelg Highway on the
outskirts of the township of Linton. This is view taken from an elevated location to the west of
the township.
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Figure 8.26 Looking west from the Glenelg Highway towards the propsed wind farm

The screening effects of existing roadside vegetation on views from the Glenelg Highway is
clearly evident in Figure 8.26

The Seen Area Analysis, seen in Chapter 6 of this report, also shows that there will be limited or
no views of the proposed wind turbines from Linton.

At this distance the proposed wind farm wouldbe a small element in the landscape. The
intervening vegetation and the low lying nature of the township of Linton, will further assist to
limit views to the proposed wind turbines. The overall visual impact from this location is
assessed as nil.
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Summary of visual impact from Viewpoint A9

Item Description Evaluation

Landscape Sensitivity Landscape Unit 4 - Rural Moderate
Townships

Viewer Numbers Residents of the township of Moderate
Linton

Distance to Nearest Turbine 11.2 km west Low

Overall Visual Impact Nil

8.10 THE OVERALL VISUAL IMPACT OF THE WIND FARM ON TOWNSHIPS

The preceding analysis has examined the potential impact on the townships of Beaufort,
Skipton, Trawalla, Pittong, Snake Valley, Carngham and Linton.

Table 8.1 summarises the overall visual impact of each viewpoint within or near the townships
discussed in this Chapter.

Table 8.1 Summary of the assessment of the visual impact on townships

VP  Distance to Direction Dominant Landscape  Viewer Overall
nearest site to wind landscape sensitivity = numbers visual
boundary farm unit impact
(approx.)

Al 4.5 km S Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Nil

A2 4.4 km S Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Nil

A3 6.0 km SW Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Low

A4 3.7 km N Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Moderate-

Low

A5 10.0 km SE Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Nil

A6 4.7 km SE Unit 4 Moderate Low Low

A7 12.1 km \4 Unit 3 Moderate Moderate Nil

A8 13.6 km SW Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Low-Nil

A9 11.2 km \4 Unit 4 Moderate Moderate Nil

It is only from selected locations within these townships that views can be found of the
proposed wind farm. All of these townships have well established town planting. These
plantings assist in screening views to the countryside and to the proposed wind farm. Possibly
this planting is as much a reflection of the aesthetic value of vegetation as it is a response to the
windy conditions that make this location suitable for a wind farm

When the screening afforded by this planting is combined with the screening provided by
buildings and intervening topography the overall visual impact of the proposed Stockyard Hill
Wind Farm is assessed as low at most viewpoints within the townships within the viewshed.
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