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STOCKYARD HILL WIND FARM

PLANNING APPLICATION REPORT- LANDSCAPE & VISUAL ASSESSMENT

VIEWPOINT A4 ~-MITCHELL STREET, SKIPTON

Viewpoint A4 is located on the
northern edge of the township
of Skipton. Skipton is a small
town located on the Glenelg
Highway, to the south of the
proposed wind farm.

The nearest wind turbine (T234)
is 3.7 km to the north.

Skipton is a low-lying town set
within the valley formed by
Mount Emu Creek. The Glenelg
highway runs in an east - west
direction through the centre of
the town.

VPA4 (GPS 0709038, 5827079)
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Figure 8.8 shows the view looking east along the Glenelg Highway near the Mount Emu Creek.
Single-storey dwellings and small shops line the main street and confine views to the Glenelg

Highway.

Looking east from Skipton

There are also many trees located within private lots, recreational reserves and road reserves of
the residential streets of Skipton. Figure 8.9 Shows Skipton in plan view including Emu Creek,
which runs roughly north - south and the Glenelg Highway which runs roughly east - west.
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Figure 8.9 Aerial photograph of Skipton and the surrounding area
The trees found within road reserves and on private lots can also be seen in Figure 8.9.
The following figures have been taken from Mitchell Street, which is an elevated location to the
north of Skipton (VP A4). This location is to the north of Skipton and will have views to the

proposed wind turbines.

Figure 8.10 shows the view looking north from Mitchell Street towards the proposed wind farm.

My

Figure 8.10 Looking north from Mitchell Street

Figure 8.11 shows the same view with the proposed wind turbines superimposed into the view.
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Figure 8.11 Photomontage from Mitchell Street

Figure 8.12 shows an enlargement of the central section of the photomontage.
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Figure 8.12 Enlargement of Photomontage

The majority of the Skipton Township lies within the Mount Emu Creek valley. The nearest
turbine is approximately 3.7 km to the north of VPA4 (Mitchell Street). At this distance, the
proposed wind turbines will be noticeable elements in the landscape and have the potential to
dominate views.

Views to the proposed wind farm are across Landscape Unit 1 - “Flat Farmland” which
regularly undergoes seasonal visual change and contains many windbreaks and hedgerow
plantings along road reserves and property boundaries.

Where a viewer has views to the proposed wind turbines (such as at the location selected in
Mitchell Street) the overall visual impact will be moderate. However, where the wind turbines
are screened by buildings, vegetation or topography (as occurs in many areas within Skipton),
the visual impact will be moderate to low.

Summary of visual impact from Viewpoint A4

Item Description Evaluation

Landscape Sensitivity Landscape Unit 1 - Flat Moderate
Farmland and Landscape Unit
4 - Rural Townships

Viewer Numbers Residents of Skipton Moderate
Distance to Nearest Turbine 3.7 km north Moderate

Overall Visual Impact Moderate - Low
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