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Alluvial mining had been replaced by grazing and agriculture by the mid-1860s, with the 
railway opened at Beaufort in 1874. Beaufort today produces beef, lambs, wool, cereal 
and timber.  
 
By far the most important historic phase to occur near the activity area (and within 
Australia) was the discovery of gold in 1851. The earliest focus of gold exploration was at 
Golden Point at Ballarat. Although the activity area was not a focal point for gold mining 
activity, several nearby localities were important sites of gold rushes. Clunes is generally 
regarded as the site of the first gold strike in Victoria dating to March 1850, where 
Campbell found gold in an auriferous reef on private land (Bannear 1999: 30). The 
development of many of the towns such as Beaufort, Clunes and Creswick, was directly or 
indirectly influenced by gold rushes in each of these areas. 
 

 
 
Figure 8  Early Pastoral Run Plan of the Activity Area  
  (Spreadborough & Anderson 1983: 354) 
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4.1 Previously Recorded Historic Sites 
 
As part of this desktop assessment, the Victorian Heritage Register and Inventory, National 
Trust Register, Australian Heritage Database (Register of the National Estate) and 
Pyrenees Shire’s Planning Schemes Heritage Overlays were investigated for 
registered/listed historic sites/places. There are four recorded historic sites/places within 
the activity area, all of which are summarised in Table 2 and shown on Figure 13. Of these 
sites, three are listed as Pyrenees Shire Planning Scheme Heritage Overlays and one on 
the Heritage Victoria Inventory. There are no sites within the activity area listed on the 
National Trust or Victorian Heritage Registers, nor the Australian Heritage Database. The 
following table is presented to characterise the nature of historic resources and assist in 
generating a site prediction model for the activity area. 
 
Table 2 Historic Sites/Places within the Activity Area 
 

Site No, Name Site Type Location 
Significance 

Assessment* 

H7522-0001 
Stockyard Hill Hotel  
Richards & 
Sutherland 1994 

Building Ruins. 
Originally constructed 
1862. 
Roof and upper walls 
missing. 

Corner of Lake 
Goldsmith Rd and 
Stockyard Hill - Wangatta 
Road 
AMG 704856E 5841975N 

N/A 

HO32 
Old Homestead at 
Mawkwallock 
Informant Unknown 

Building/structure. 
Could not be relocated. 

On Old Geelong Road 
Co-ords unknown 
 

N/A 

HO33 
Boundary Rider’s 
Hut 
Informant unknown 

Building/structure. 
Could not be relocated. 
The site is off the road 
and in a farmer’s 
paddock. 

West of Stockyard Hill 
Co-ords unknown 

N/A 

HO37 
Lake Goldsmith 
School 
Informant unknown 

Building/structure. 
Apparently the structure 
has collapsed 
(see Plate 10). 

Old Skipton Road 
Co-ords unknown 

N/A 

 
* As attributed by original recorder; D – Heritage Victoria Inventory Site not requiring Consent to 
Disturb; H – Heritage Victoria Inventory Site requiring a permit to disturb; HO – Heritage Overlay; 
N/A – Not Assessed. 
 
4.2 Previous Historic Cultural Heritage Investigations 
 
One regional assessment for gold mining sites has included ground surface survey of the 
activity area (Bannear 1996). Additionally, one small-scale heritage assessment included 
part of the activity area within its broader boundaries (Richards & Sutherland 1995). Both 
are discussed below, along with other relevant small-scale historical cultural heritage 
assessments which have been conducted in surrounding areas (Weaver 1994; Russell 
1995; Long 1998; Luebbers 2001; Murphy & Amorosi 2004a & 2004b; Muir 2004a & 
2004b; Rhodes & Paynter 2006; Wolski nd). 
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Regional Investigations 
 
Bannear’s 1996 study of the Historic Gold Mining Sites in the South West Region of 
Victoria included all of the present activity area. The study was largely a historical review of 
the gold mining heritage of the South West region. Bannear recorded a number of gold 
mining sites in the Beaufort area.   
 
Local Investigations 
 
Weaver (1994) conducted a desktop study, supplemented by a vehicular field inspection 
of an optic fibre cable route from Learmonth – Waubra – Evansford. The route extended 
along the Sunraysia Highway, along Langi Kal Kal and Beaufort – Waubra Roads, north 
along the road between St Mary’s and Ryan Hills, north-east along Troy’s Road then north 
along Evansford Road. Weaver (1994: 7-8) noted 20 archaeologically sensitive areas for 
historic archaeological sites along the route that included rural features such as old 
houses, fencing and planted windbreaks. 
 
Richards and Sutherland (1995) conducted a desktop cultural heritage assessment 
supplemented by ground surface survey, of the Haddon – Stoneleigh route of a proposed 
telecommunications cable. This route included part of the activity area from Mena Park, 
north of Lake Goldsmith and along Stockhill Road. One historic site; the Stockyard Hill 
Hotel ruins (H7522-0001), was located within the activity area at the intersection of 
Stockyard Hill Road and Goldsmith Road. This was attributed medium to high 
significance. 
 
Russell (1995) conducted a desktop cultural heritage assessment of proposed Telstra 
optical fibre cable routes from Avoca to Lexton, Newstead to Campbelltown and Guildford 
to Yandoit. The Avoca to Lexton route is approximately 30km north-north-east of the 
activity area, approximately 32km long within existing road reserves and following mostly 
existing routes. It was predicted that few if any significant European historic sites existed 
along the cable route. 
 
Long (1998) conducted an archaeological survey of Fraser’s Plantation, Waubra. The 
property is named “Stonehenge” and is situated on the south of side of Mt Beckworth 
Road to the west of Mount Gap. During the survey, Long (1998: 33-34) recorded two 
historic archaeological sites; Stonehenge Hut (H7623-0229) and Stonehenge Dam 
(H7623-0230). In addition, several historic landscape features; ‘rig’ field systems, 
plantation fencing and residual post and rail fencing, were noted but not included on the 
Heritage Victoria Inventory (Long 1998: 35-37). The Stonehenge Hut was assessed as 
being of high scientific significance and regional historic archaeological significance, while 
the dam site was assessed as having moderate scientific significance and local 
archaeological significance (Long 1998: 44-45). The area surrounding H7623-0229 was 
considered to have historical archaeological potential to contain buried deposits 
associated with the site. 
 
Luebbers (2001) carried out a survey of proposed sewer alignments within the townships 
of Carisbrook and Skipton. Skipton is approximately 15km south of the activity area. 
During the survey of the proposed Skipton alignments, Leubbers failed to find any historic 
sites. The author found that the risk of damage to historic archaeological sites from sewer 
construction was low. 
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Murphy and Amorosi (2004a) conducted a cultural heritage assessment of four proposed 
water treatment sites at Clunes, Beaufort, Forest Hill and Blackwood. The closest site to 
the current activity area was at Beaufort located immediately to the north. The area has 
been extensively disturbed by historic working and reworking of alluvial gold mining 
tailings which began in the 1850s. One historic site (Musical Gully GMS 1, H7523-0065) 
was recorded and assessed as having moderate scientific significance and local historic 
cultural significance. The area was assessed as highly sensitive for additional buried 
deposits associated with gold-mining. 
 
Murphy and Amorosi (2004b) conducted a desktop cultural heritage assessment of the 
18,000 hectare proposed wind farm near Waubra approximately 30km north-east of the 
activity area. Areas of sensitivity for historic sites were identified for the early pastoral and 
subsequent farming periods in the area. 
 
Muir (2004a & 2004b) carried out surveys of the proposed Trawalla Koalin mine site on the 
Beaufort Carngham Road, between Nerring and Mena Park, immediately south of the 
eastern end of the activity area. The surveys relocated one historic site, a small stone 
quarry (D7522-002). This was accorded local significance by Muir, and is a D listed site 
(i.e. not requiring Consent to Destroy). This site has likely been destroyed by mining 
works. 
 
Rhodes and Paynter (2006) conducted a cultural heritage assessment and monitoring of a 
94.6 hectare proposed timber plantation near Buangor in the foothills of the Pyrenees 
Ranges approximately 20km north-west of the present activity area. During the survey no 
historic sites were recorded and no areas of sensitivity for historic sites were identified.  
 
Wolski (n.d.) conducted an excavation of an outstation at Mount Cole, approximately 15km 
north-west of the activity area. Two phases of occupation were identified at the site: a 
prehistoric stone artefact assemblage and a European assemblage associated with the 
outstation. A temporal overlap between the European and indigenous artefacts was 
adduced suggesting a contact historic site. 
 
4.3 Historic Site Prediction Model for the Activity Area and Implications for this  
 Investigation 
 

• There are four previously recorded historic archaeological or heritage sites within 
the activity area (Figure 13); 

 
• Part of the activity area from Mena Park and along Stockdale Road has been 

subject to previous ground surface survey (Richards & Sutherland 1994); 
 

• The entire activity area has been subject to previous desktop assessment, however 
this was targeted specifically at identifying past mining sites (Bannear 1996); 

 
• There is a low possibility that as yet unrecorded historic features will exist within the 

activity area which relate to the earliest occupation of the region; 
 
• The most probable historic sites will relate to small-scale land ownership and will 

most likely comprise minor historic features such as fences and stock handling; 
 




