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Community Consultation Strategy

As part of Victoria’s Renewable Energy Action Plan, released in July 2006, the Victorian Government
stated that by 2016, at least 10 per cent of the state’s electricity consumption would be provided by
renewable energy sources. They further committed to facilitating the development of up to 1000 MW of this
energy from wind. Since then, the federal Labor government has committed to 20 per cent renewable
energy by 2020.

The proposed location for the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm development is situated between the towns of
Beaufort and Skipton. Beaufort has a population of 1100, Skipton has about 500, and the Pyrenees Shire
municipality has about 7000. The towns receive the majority of their economic revenue through tourism and
agriculture.

Due to the low population density of the area, the majority of the residential houses in the vicinity of the
proposed wind farm are occupied by participating landowners. The surrounding land, currently being used
for agricultural purposes, is predominantly clear of vegetation and is reliably windy.

Communications consultants Socom were involved in the development of an early consultation strategy.
The project is currently in the pre-feasibility stage and this strategy has been used to inform the
development of this plan, which will guide us throughout the project.

Wind Power Pty Ltd (WP) has already undertaken several steps in informing the community of the project.
This includes several public meetings, an informal BBQ meeting to discuss the brolga study, “one-on-one”
meetings, newsletter distribution as well as numerous visits to residents and presentations to the Pyrenees
Shire Council.

Challenges:

Electricity generation by wind is still a relatively new technology and one that is not fully understood or
accepted by some parts of the community. WP aims to address any misinformation surrounding the
proposed development, wind farms and wind energy by providing comprehensive, accurate and easy to
understand information in a variety of forums where members of the community are encouraged to share
their opinions and voice their concerns.

Opportunities:
One of the greatest opportunities available to WP through this project is to educate the community about
the benefits of wind as a source of renewable energy and to debunk any myths and misconceptions. If
community education and consultation is successful, several opportunities exist for WP to contribute to the
local community. These include:
- Financial contributions (through both the direct lease payments to the landowners and the
community fund); and
- Becoming an active member of the community and participating in events, such as the agricultural
show.
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e To achieve community support and consent for the development and construction of the
Stockyard Hill Wind Farm.

e To inform the community and provide a mechanism for immediate feedback which could be
used to either modify the consultation strategy or inform the wind farm layout.

e To educate stakeholders and interested members of the public about the wind farm
development and its potential benefits to the community.

e To minimise false beliefs and misconceptions regarding the environmental and ecological
impact of wind farms.

e To listen and respond to community opinions and concerns.
e Establish a Community Reference Group and provide accurate information to the community.
e To have balanced media coverage where we conveyed several of the following key messages:

WP is listening to the community

As part of this project, WP will establish a Community Reference Group (CRG). The
primary role of the CRG is to inform and engage the local community on the proposal
and provide advice to WP.

WP is boosting the local economy

Specific details of projected employment were not known at the time of the strategy. A
report is being commissioned as part of the planning application.

WP cares about the environment

With 242 wind turbines in operation, the proposed wind farm would generate enough
renewable energy to power 182,000 households or 14% of Melbourne’s homes (based
on 2006 census data). This represents a saving of 1,272,000 tonnes of greenhouse
gas emissions each year, which is the equivalent of planting over 1.9 million trees or
removing 294,000 cars from the roads”.

WP undertook extensive research
WP undertook comprehensive, independent studies into:
o Flora and fauna, including an extensive brolga survey

0 Landscape and visual impacts

0 Aboriginal cultural heritage

! This estimate is based on the MM92 2MW Turbine operating with a capacity factor of 30%. This is a conservative
estimate based on a preliminary site analysis and also considering another Wind Power project nearby that has a
forecast gross capacity factor of 41%. SHWF expects to report a higher capacity factor for the project once further wind
monitoring has been completed. However, figures of between 30% and 35% are typically applied to calculate and
model the capacity factor of planned Victorian Wind Farms. See, for example, “Assessment of Greenhouse Gas
Abatement from Wind Farms in Victoria: Report to Sustainability Victoria”, McLennan Magasanik Associates, July
2006. p.(i)
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o Noise

o Geomorphology

0 Geotechnical issues

0 Auviation

o0 Electro Magnetic Interference
0 Socio-economic

0 Land use and planning

o Community consultation

o Traffic and transport

0 Shadow flicker

o0 Hydrology

The desired outcomes of the strategy, in terms of information about wind farms, were:

Wind energy is one of the most efficient sources of energy in Australia (35 per cent “efficiency”
compared to 29 per cent for brown coal).

The energy payback period for a turbine is four to six months, including decommissioning.

Research has found that there have been no recorded mortalities of rare or significant bird
species in Victoria.

Wind farms have not been linked to decreases land values. In fact wind farms have recently
been linked to increased property prices (based on an informal study of the Esperance Wind
Farm at Salmon Beach in Western Australia) and other sales around Victoria.

It is possible to carry on a conversation at the base of a wind turbine without having to raise
your voice.

Wind farms have been shown to have a positive effect on local tourism.
Wind is a safe, clean and efficient source of renewable energy.

The acceptance of wind farms by locals generally increases after the wind farm has been built.
This is a worldwide trend.

In order to fully understand the challenges and opportunities associated with the development of the
Stockyard Hill Wind Farm, the following key stakeholders have been identified:

1 Residents in and around the project Neighbouring residents (to within 5 km of
area project boundary)
Participating landowners Residents of:

Page 5 of 13



_ ' 4
Wind Power @

/

Community Consultation Strategy

Project: Stockyard Hill
Prepared by: Ross Richards

Revision No: 18

- Beaufort
- Skipton
- Snake Valley

2 Residents and land owners of nearby
townships
Ballarat
Ararat

3 Guardian group(s)
Western Plains Landscape Guardians
Association

4 Local tourism businesses
Blacks Creek Farm Accommodation
Mooramong Homestead
Beaufort Lake Caravan Park
Healthy Homes Australia

5 Other Tourist Operators
Beaufort Budget Motel
Beaufort on Pratt Hotel
Cave Hill Creek Accommodation
Golden Age Hotel

6 Local community services
CFA Beaufort
David Gerrard
Beaufort Secondary College
Beaufort Primary School
- Parents
- Teachers
Beaufort/Skipton Health Services
Foundation (Hospital Trust)
Probis
Rotary
Lions
Apex
Masons
Tourist Information Centre (Beaufort)
Norman

7 Shire/City Councils

Pyrenees Shire:
Shire Councillor

Lysette Ashford
CEO

Stephen Cornish
Mayor

Lester Harris

Corangamite Shire:
CEO
Paul Younis

10

11
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Mayor
Ruth Gstrein

Ararat City:
Mayor
Fay Hull
CEO
Steve Chapple
Executive Officer
Mark Hogan

Heritage Organisations
National Trust

Martin Purslow
Heritage Australia

Ecological and environmental
activists/organisations

Bird Observation & Conservation
Australia (BOCA)

Don Saunders

Supporters of renewable energy
Hepburn Renewable Energy Association
Greenpeace

Government Bodies/Ministers
State Ministers:
Local MLA, Minister for Agriculture
Joe Helper
Minister for Rural and Regional
Development
Jacinta Allan
Minister for Energy and Resources
Peter Batchelor
Minister for Environment and Climate
Change,
Gavin Jennings
Minister for Planning
The Honourable Justin Madden

Minister for Industry and Trade,

Information and Communication

Technology, and Major Projects (MLC)
The Honourable Theo Theophanous
(Labor)

Federal Ministers:

Minister for the Environment
Peter Garrett

Minister for Regional Development
Anthony Albanese

Minister for Resources and Energy
Martin Ferguson
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Federal Member,
HoR, Fran Bailey

Local Federal Member (Wannon), MHR
David Hawker

Minister for Climate Change
Senator the Hon. Penny Wong

State Departments:
Department of Sustainability and
Environment

Rod Davison

Andrew Pritchard

Nicholas Wynn

Nick Jaschenko

Garry Peterson
Sustainability Victoria

Michael Williamson

John Edgoose
Department of Planning and Community
Development

Jason Taylor

Shannon Meadows 13
Department of Primary Industry
Department of Innovation, Industry and
Regional Development

Craig Eyes

Other: 14
VicRoads
Parks Victoria

Media

Local Print:

Skipton Community News

The Courier (Ballarat)

The Advocate (Pyrenees Shire) 15
The Ararat Advertiser

Metropolitan Print:

The Age
The Herald Sun
The Australian

Broadcast (Local):
ABC Ballarat Radio
WIN News

Broadcast (Metropolitan):

Channel 7 (Prime) - Today Tonight
(opposition target)

Channel 9 (WIN) - ACA (opposition
target)

Channel TEN - TEN News

ABC

News

Stateline

Four Corners

SBS - Dateline

Radio - ABC 774

Local Indigenous community
Ballarat and District Co-op

Karen Heap

Wutherong Aboriginal Corporation
Bryon Powell

Airspace Authorities
Air Services

Joe Doherty
Civil Aviation Safety Authority
Department of Defence (Land Planning
and Spatial Information)

John Kerwan

Other

Electricity Transmission Authority
Office of the Renewable Energy
Regulator

In acknowledging the need for proactive communication, it is important to recognise that each stakeholder
group may require different levels of information. This information is detailed in Appendix 1: Stakeholder
Issues Analysis Chart.

WP is in the process of gaining accreditation with the Certified Wind Farms Australia scheme. Consultation
forms an integral part of the scheme. WP is following a series of prescribed checklists that include specific
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Wind Power’s New Recruit

he new kid on the block at Wind Power is Ross Richards. Ross

will be involved with general project management, but his main

responsibility is community liaison. As such, Ross will be putting

in appearances at community meetings, writing newsletters,

getting relevant information published on the web site, and co-
ordinating other community activities.

Stockyard Hill Information Day

ore than 100 people attended a wind farm information day held at the Steam Preservation Rally Hall. The session pro-

vided an opportunity for people to meet, learn about and discuss the wind farm proposal. Consulting experts on flora

and fauna and wind farm engineering attended and were able to answer a wide range of questions about wind farms.

Representatives from the Western Plains Guardian Group accepted an invitation from Wind Power to display information
and a Guardian group from near Smeaton also put up large signs outside the Hall.

A large vinyl map of the area between Beaufort and Skipton was displayed and a number of people showed interest in purchas-

. . . A . . o Ross has a varied background. Before moving back to Melbourne he was
ing the map for local display. Wind Power has agreed to donate a map to the community once it is replaced with a more defini-

tive plan, which should be available by the middle of next year.

See below for the next community event: a community barbecue.

Data Tower Installation. A combined effort of Enviromet, Wind Power and a local land owner saw the recent erection of a 60m data tower.

What is Forecasting?

ustralia’s national electricity market will soon include forecasting of
wind energy production based on real time analysis of wind speeds.
This is an important step in integrating renewable energy into the
grid and in developing alternatives to coal fired power generation.

The forecasting system can predict the level of energy production 6 hours
ahead of time with an accuracy of above 95%. This means the managers of
the electrical grid can see when, where and how much wind energy will be
produced across the grid. Based on this information other generators (such
as gas and hydro) can be directed to increase or decrease their production so
that power is produced with a low carbon footprint.

Wind Power spokesman Vaughan Hulme said “opponents of wind energy criti-
cise the technology because it only generates when the wind blows and so
does not produce ‘base load’ power. This new system shows how the increas-
ing levels of wind (and solar) energy can effectively contribute to our growing
power needs.”

The system can also be applied to larger scale solar production and is mod-
elled on European electricity management practices. These are much more
advanced in integrating energy production from renewables and carbon pro-
ducing fossil fuels. The forecasting system will be included in the proposed
design for the Stockyard Hill wind farm.

wind Power

Cammuwl‘cg BRBRR

This is a chance for the Stockyard Hill
community to have a chat to Wind
Power about some of the latest devel-
opments with the wind farm. Brett
Lane will be there to speak about his
brolga findings, as well as the Wind
Power folk to keep you all updated on
other things. All this over a beer and
some chops, compliments of Wind
Power.

When:Fri 30 Nov, 6:30pm
Where: Lake Goldsmith Hall

Please RSVP by 23 November so we
can properly cater. We don’t want
anyone going hungry.

directing a non-profit organization called Wollangarra in the heart of the
Victorian high country near Licola, battling fire and flood in the last year.
Otherwise, he has been a teacher in various schools around the state,
worked full time on the family farm at Anakie (near Geelong), and
worked as an engineer for the Ford Motor Company after finishing his

degree in aerospace engineering at RMIT.

Ross is looking forward to his career in the renewable energy industry,
particularly getting to know the communities with whom Wind Power is

involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

The new boy. Wind Power’s newest addition up
inside the nacelle of a Wonthaggi turbine.

Wind Power is committed to community consultation. We try to answer all questions and listen to everyone that is involved with
the areas affected by proposed wind farms. These questions below have come directly from a community reference group, and

we are happy to answer them here for the benefit of others.

Q. Do turbines cause fires?

In rural areas, electricity-related fires are most likely to result
from damage to overhead power lines by falling branches. As
all high-voltage connections for turbines around the site will be
run underground, the risk of electricity-related fire is extremely
low.

Each turbine is also fitted with a comprehensive lightning pro-
tection system that safely transfers any high voltages or cur-
rents directly to the earth without affecting turbine perform-
ance. However, any electrical facility has the potential to catch
fire. The fire control methods for wind farms are the same
as those used for all other high-voltage electrical assets.

Q. Who receives financial payment for a wind farm project?

Landowners hosting turbines on their land as part of the wind
farm project will receive an annual payment of approximately
$7000 per turbine for the life of the wind farm.

The owner of the wind farm will also pay $500 per turbine, per
year into a Community Fund. The Community Fund will be used
to support a range of projects that directly benefit the local
community.

I'm not hosting a turbine on my property. Will I be eligible for
financial payment as an adjoining landowner?

Only landowners who have agreed to host turbines on their
property as part of the wind farm project will receive a direct
financial payment. The community in general will, however,
benefit from the Community Fund.

Q. What sort of projects will benefit from the Community Fund?

The Community Fund will provide financial support to organisa-
tions and individuals that work to make a positive and lasting
contribution to their community. Further details on the types of
projects that will be eligible for funding will be determined
through community consultation, the community reference

group and ultimately be decided by the committee
formed to administer the Community Fund.

Q. Who decides which projects will receive funding from
the Community Fund?

The committee administering the Community Fund,
made up of local people who wish to be involved, will
ultimately decide which projects will receive funding.

Q. Is it possible for more than one project to benefit
from the Community Fund?

Yes, it is possible that multiple projects will receive
funding. The exact number of projects will depend on
the size and scope of each individual project and may
vary from year to year and be decided by the commit-
tee.

Q. What is an example of a project that might benefit
from the Community Fund?

Some examples of eligible projects may include, but are
not limited to:

® Recycled watering systems for community parks,
gardens and sporting grounds

e New playground equipment for the local school
e Community centre upgrade

e |ocal festivals and community events
Q. How will funding applications be assessed?

The Community Fund assessment criteria will be devel-
oped by the committee established to administer the
Community Fund. As stated above, the committee will
be made up of interested and suitably qualified local
people.
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Welcome to the third edition of the Stockyard Hill newsletter. This newsletter provides information to the communities involved
in the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm development, situated between Skipton and Beaufort, 50km west of Ballarat. More copies are
available by either contacting us, or downloading from our website. See below for details.

Proposal Ready for Consultation

he layout of the wind farm has now been prepared for con-
sultation with the community. This input is invited at the
information day (see over), which can be used to revise the
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The referral submission contains details about the scope of the wind
farm. We have been working in conjunction with DSE to determine
appropriate turbine positioning so as to minimise potential environ-
mental impacts. Additionally, the referral contains the following:
preliminary landscape and visual assessment; detailed flora and
fauna study; the targeted Brolga assessment; cultural heritage and
geotechnical.
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The studies have had a substantial impact on the project—originally
there were 370 potential turbine positions and this has been re-
duced to 282. The referral documents are available to the public and
can be found on the website of the Department of Planning and
Community Development.

Referral Layout. This is the layout as it will be presented
to the Minister, showing 282 turbine locations.

Now we have the proposed layout we can investigate likely grid con-
nection options. These include augmenting the 66kV line to Ballarat
and a new powerline connecting to the 500 kV line south of Lismore.
The capacity of the wind farm is such that it is currently intended to use a pole-type
construction for to connect to the grid. Once fully investigated, the best option will

Be n efits be further detailed in the planning application.

tockyard Hill Wind Farm should produce approximately 1.482 TWh (terawatt hours, or 1,482,000 MWh) of electricity
per year (as a long term average based on an assumed capacity factor of 30%). (These figures are only assumed and
site monitoring of wind speeds is currently being undertaken. This information will be used to determine a site specific
capacity factor. In the interim a figure of 30% is applied, which is a typical capacity factor for wind farms in Victoria.)

Over the long term this amount of electricity generation is the equivalent to providing for more than 211,000 dwellings, or ap-
proximately 16% of Melbourne homes or more than 6 times the homes in Ballarat, per year. It represents an equivalent saving
of 1,347,000 tonnes of CO,e, taking 340,000 cars off the road, or planting 2.2 million trees, per year.

In terms of economic benefits, the community fund would receive over $140,000 p.a. for 25 years, while local landowners
would be paid a total of over $2,100,000 p.a. Rates paid to the Pyrenees Shire would be over $540,000 p.a. All these amounts
are indexed to CPI. Additionally, there would be substantial local employment created, including jobs during construction (such
as road building and fencing), ongoing operation jobs, and other indirect jobs (such as catering).

Contact Us:

/ Wind Power Pty Ltd

Wind Power & Level 3, 765 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn, 3122
Ph 03 9819 0117 Fax: 03 9819 0120

/ Email: info@wind-power.com.au Web: www.wind-power.com.au
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Information Day

n information day at the Lake Goldsmith Hall will

be held on Saturday 26 July 2008. The aim of the

session is to inform the public about the lodge-

ment of the referral, the scope of the project and
the way in which the results of the targeted Brolga study
have been used to modify the wind farm design. Brett
Lane, our flora and fauna consultant, will be available to
discuss the study. Additionally, we’ll be informing the public
about the planning application process, including matters
such as the referral, environmental effects statements, the
application, the selection of the panel, the hearing and the
nature of environmental planning conditions.

Wind Power representatives will also be available to discuss
more general matters about the project.

Stockyard Hill Newsletter

Referral Information Day

When: Saturday 26 July
11:00am to 3:00pm
Where: Lake Goldsmith Hall

Brett lane will be discussing flora and fauna
study results and others will talk about the
planning application process.

Food will also be available. Contact us for
more details.

Issue No. 3

What’'s Next?

he next stage of the project will be consulting with
the community about the current layout. This infor-
mation can then be incorporated into the preparation
of the planning application. Wind Power expects to
lodge this in the last quarter of 2008, although this would be
delayed if an Environmental Effects Statement is required.

Wind Power will be working on the preparation of the following
detailed assessments, to be included in the planning applica-
tion:

. Landscape and visual assessment

° Town planning

. Geomorphology

. Electromagnetism

o Acoustics

. Electrical systems study and engineering

. Shadow flicker and blade glint

° Socio-economic

. Traffic and transport

. Flora and fauna (including bat survey, rare flora, habi-

tat hectare, ongoing brolga study, golden sun moth,
and striped legless lizard

. Cultural heritage management plan
. Micro siting

We will continue to monitor the wind and install additional
masts, the next being an 80m lattice mast. We will also con-
tinue to consult with neighbours of the project. If you are a
neighbour or an interested party and haven’t been contacted,
please call Ross on 9819 0117.

Wind Power News

he Bald Hills Wind Farm is now on the way to being

constructed, with Mitsui & Co. (Aust) taking ownership

of the project. Wind Power remains involved by being

part of the development team and will be managing
the wind farm for at least the first 10 yeas of the life of the pro-
ject. This is an exciting time for the company.

Largely due to this, Wind Power is currently experiencing great
expansion, with five new staff joining the team and more pro-
jects being considered.

Community Reference Group Members Wanted

CRG is a way in which members of the public can provide input into the project in an official capacity. It allows locals to
provide feedback immediately to Wind Power, and for Wind Power to communicate directly to members of the local
community. It is a vehicle to voice community concerns and also provide insight which can help all members of the

project, be they farmers or engineers.

Typically, a CRG involves a small nhumber of people representing different groups of the community that have an interest in the
project, as well as a Wind Power representative. They would meet on a regular basis and the results of those meetings are
passed on to the rest of the community, or fed back to any external parties or organizations.

If you are interested in joining the CRG, please contact the office and we will inform you of future developments.
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Stockyard
Hill Wind Farm

"Community BBQ

Wind Power would like to invite the local
community to a barbecue to get an update on
the bird study for the proposed wind farm.
Talk to fauna expert Brett Lane over beers
and a barby, compliments of Wind Power.

When: Fri 29 February, 6:30pm
Where: Lake Goldsmith Hall
RSVP: To Kasia by 23 November

Ph 9819 0117 for more details.






